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EDITORIAL NOTES 

HAT think ye of Christ; Whose Son is He?’ Every 

generation has had to answer that question. Thé 

Jews expected a Messiah, but they had their own 
ideas as to His coming, and there were many different opinions 
on the subject. A few believed on Him when He came, and 
the common people heard Him gladly. But the Scribes, Phari- 
sees and elders would not accept His declaration, and to which 
their own Scriptures testified, that He was the Son of God and 
the promised Messiah, In the Gospel of Matthew, 22 and 23, 
we read that when our Lord asked this question of the 
Pharisees, they answered, He is the son of David. They would 
not go farther and acknowledge that He was the Promised 
One of Israel. Then He rebuked them before the multitude in 
the severest terms; but He gave them hope, if they would re- 
pent and say, “Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.” 

Christians who believe on Him who came to save sinners, and 
whose faith is counted for righteousness, have no difficulty in 
answering the question, “Whom say ye that I am?” As the 
son of man, in His humanity, the disciples said the people 
compared Him to John the Baptist, Elias and other men of 
God. But Peter’s answer finds an echo in every Christiarr heart 
—“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” On this 
confession of faith the Christian Church is built, and the mem- 
bership of the Church is composed of those who believe in these 
words of Peter’s, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” 
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The Divinity of Christ—His Loving Invitation 

Some learned men in Europe and a few in America do not 
believe in the divinity of Jesus Christ, though they can find no 
tault in Him personally, and His doctrine and morality surpass 
anything ever delivered on earth. While in Europe we have 
asked some of those learned men what cause of offense could 
they find in Him who was the fairest of ten thousand and al- 
together lovely, and whose life and works were without a 
parallel among the children of men? They assented to Renan’s 
declaration that He was the greatest among all who were born 
of woman; but they could not understand how He could be 
God. How wonderfully are the words of Christ fulfilled in 
every generation, “I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father 
for so it seemed good in Thy sight.” His divine claims are 
set forth in the concluding verses of that eleventh chapter of 
the Gospel of Matthew, which are so familiar to every Chris- 
tian; and His pathetic pleading and loving invitation continue 
forever the hope of every honest heart. 


Are the Jesuits Meddling in State Affairs in Washington? 

The European papers of November 12 announced in de 
spatches from Lisbon that all the Governments of Europe are 
ready to acknowledge the independence and sovereignty of the 
Republic of Portugal, as the South American Republics have 
already done so. But the United States is still holding back; 
and everyone is asking, Why? The Lisbon papers say that the 
Washington Government has been “victimized by false reports 
that seven Jesuit fathers had been massacred.” When inter 
viewed on the subject, Mr. Henry J. Gage, the American Min 
ister at Lisbon, said, on November 10, that he had not sent 
the report, and all information on the subject must be sought 
at Washington. Has a Jesuit crept into the White House and 
aoa something into the ears of President Taft and Sec 
retary Root? Portugal has expelled the Jesuits. Have some 
of them arrived in the United States to enforce the strong 
hody already there? t 
We Hope All Our Friends Will Now Renew Their Subscriptions 

This number of Tur Convertep Catuotric will go into the 
hands of many new readers. We hope they will like it so well 
that they will become regular subscribers. Many of our old 
sunecrenets 6 say the Magazine is worth two dollars a year. Let 
them send what they ple ase, and renew promptly for next year 
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THE NEW REPUBLIC OF PORTUGAL 
—EXPULSION OF THE JESUITS 


EUROPEAN NOTES 
By the Editor 


V. 
HE pleasure experienced in writing these “Notes” for 
Tue Convertep Catuotic has been enhanced by the re- 
ception they have met with from many readers of the 
Magazine. Several correspondents have been kind enough 
to say that they have been interested in them, and have ex- 
pressed the hope that I would continue my observations and 


experiences while regaining health during my visit to Europe 
this season. Our locum tenens in New York has written 
that many persons have called at the office and said they 
liked the articles very much. 

In a letter dated October 7, 1910, he says: “I send you 
some newspaper clippings, wherein you will see what 
great events are taking place in Portugal and other Catholic 
countries. That which THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC advocated 
and predicted for many years is now coming to pass—that 
the Roman Catholic Church would lose her power among 
her own people in those nations under her rule, and that 
they would be emancipated. This is proving itself true 
now, so everybody says.” 

Other friends have written in a similar vein, and it is a 
pleasure to read their letters. No one has objected to the 
space devoted to religious subjects, though we are well aware 
of the fact that the human mind likes variety in a periodical 

WHAT “THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC’ STANDS FOR 

Public men, municipal officers, and statesmen, whether 
at home or abroad, are concerned about political affairs 
3usiness men think, read, talk, and write about commercial 
matters. But Tue Convertep Carnotic, which is an out 
and-out Protestant Christian Magazine, must be true to its 
calling as an exponent of Protestant Christianity as opposed 
to Roman Catholicism. It is related of an old minister in 
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Scotland of a past generation who was accustomed to blame 
the Pope and his Church for nearly all the troubles in the 
world, that when some of his elders protested against the 
monotony of his sermons, and suggested that he should 
leave the Pope alone, at least for a time, the good man was 
nonplussed, and grudgingly consented. But in his sermon 
the next Sunday he read the first chapter of Genesis, and 
began his exposition by saying in a clear and resonant voice: 

“My brethren, there was no Pope in those days, and the 
beauty of the Lord was spread over the face of the earth, 
without any Papal interference with the rights of man.” 

While endeavoring to make the way of salvation through 
Christ Jesus, the only Mediator, the only High Priest, 
simple, clear and all sufficient, THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
shall at the same time tell the Pope and his hierarchy to 
behave themselves and let the people be free to worship 
God as He may direct them by the Holy Spirit, and keep 
their hands off our free American institutions. If the Pope 
will heed the counsel we shall give him and keep his eyes 
open to the course of events, he may enjoy a serene old age. 
If he does not, and continues to listen to the Jesuits and 
Merry del Val, his troubles, which are pressing him on every 
side, will increase, and he shall die of worriment. The 
whole Catholic world is turning against him, because, while 
he is said to be personally an amiable old man, he has bad 
advisers. When the Portuguese Republic was proclaimed 
in October, he said, “I cannot depend upon the Latin races 
any more.” And then he called a council of Cardinals and 
Jesuits and told them to renew their efforts to capture, 
to conquer and subjugate the Protestant nations. “That 
is our only hope,” said he. 

THE KING OF PORTUGAL TAKES FLIGHT 

While at this writing THE CONVERTED CaTHOLIC for 
November has not reached me, and I have not retained 
a copy of the “Notes” I forwarded to the office, I remember 
that the establishment of the Republic of Portugal was re- 
ferred to at some length, and the expulsion of the Jesuits 
and the various religious orders, both men and women, was 
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noted; the outstanding fact in this great historical event was 
its surprising suddenness. 

The President-elect of the Republic of Brazil, Marshal 
Hermes da Fonseca, who had been on a visit to Europe 
in one of the battleships of that country, was dining in the 
royal palace with King Manuel on Monday evening, October 
3, when the revolution broke out. Scarcely had the guests 
separated and the young king retired to his apartments when 
the booming of cannon was heard in the city of Lisbon. At 
first it was thought that a salute had been fired in honor 
of the Brazilian President, who had returned to his ship. 
But when the balls rattled on the roof of the king’s palace 
and rebounded from the walls and smashed the windows, 
the seriousness of the cannonading became apparent. The 
young king was frightened, and immediately resolved to 
leave the palace, which he thought would be utterly de- 
stroyed. While making hurried preparations to notify his 
mother, Queen Amelia, and his grandmother, Queen Maria 
Pia, who were in another palace outside Lisbon, he learned 
to his horror that his ministers and principal advisers had 
taken flight to save themselves. When he summoned the 
chief of police, the latter sent word that he was sick in bed. 
With two attendants he took a motor car to the palace of 
Mafra, where he was joined by his mother and grandmother. 
As the royal yacht was in the harbor near Mafra, they re- 
solved to go on board the next day. When the king met 
his mother, he said, “I feel this misfortune only for your 
sake; you have suffered so much.” 


MANUEL’S VAIN RELIANCE ON THE VIRGIN MARY 


On retiring to rest that night, October 5, seeing that his 
servants were very sad, he told them to be calm, saying, 
“Sleep well, for the Virgin is over us all, and my patroness, 
the Virgin of the Conception, will watch over us and shield 
us with her protection.” These were the last words of the 
King of Portugal on the day of the proclamation of the 
Republic and the loss of his crown. 

The next day, on the morning of October 6, the royal 
party boarded the yacht and sailed for Gibraltar, to be under 
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the protection of the British flag. A week later they went 
to England, where they will reside permanently with the 
Bourbon princes who had been expelled from France. Queen 
Amelia’s father, Louis Philippe, was the last king of France. 
He fled to England when the Revolution of 1848 broke out. 
After the Franco-German war in 1870, the Emperor Napo- 
leon III and Empress Eugenie also went to England, where 
the latter now over eighty years of age, continues to reside. 
EXILED CATHOLIC POTENTATES FIND REFUGE IN PROTESTANT 
COUNTRIES , 
What an object lesson is here presented! The kings and 
princes of Europe whom the Pope blesses as his faithful 
followers and devoted children must seek refuge in Protes- 
tant countries when the Catholic peoples whom they have 
ruled, robbed and misgoverned, in the interests of the 
Papacy, have determined to be free in civil and religious 
affairs. The Empress Eugenie had received from the Pope 
the “Golden Rose,” the highest mark of his favor, and Queen 
Amelia of Portugal was the last royal personage to be 
“blessed” by the “Holy Father” with this decoration. It 
is only a question of time, as the course of events indicates, 
when the Pope may be compelled to take flight and leave 
Rome; and if he should continue his attacks on the Govern- 
ment of United Italy, that event may be sooner than any 
one expects—and as sudden as the birth of the Republic of 
Portugal. In that eventuality where could he find refuge 
but in some Protestant country like England, among the 
other “Kings in. Exile?” No Catholic country wants him. 
All the world knows that he dare not appear in the streets of 
Rome, though the Government would do all in its power to 
protect him from the insults of the populace. He has alienated 
the sympathy of even the best of the Romans by his attacks 
on the Mayor of the city last September and every day he 
is saying or doing something to intensify this feeling and 
strengthen the conviction that he is the irreconcilable enemy 
of liberty and progress. 
If he should leave Rome, irksome as his position is there, 
he would be worse off in any other city on the continent. 
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But Protestant England would receive him, as it has al- 
lowed the other exiled potentates to take up their residence 
there. Why will not the Catholics see that there must be 
something good and true and noble in Protestant Chris- 
tianity?’ They condemn the unrighteous acts of those Papal 
kings and princes who oppress the people, and they are not 
sparing in their accusations of cowardice against King Man 
uel, the last of the Braganzas, and the Bourbons and others 
who have ignominiously fled from the wrath of the Catholics 
in the European countries to seek protection of the Protes- 
tants. 
BIBLICAL RELIGION A BLESSING—ROMAN CATHOLICISM CONDEMNED 
The blessing of Almighty God has been bestowed upon 
those countries where the Bible has been an open book for 
all to read, to learn the way of the Lord who ruleth over 
nations and peoples, and to seek the divine guidance in the 
affairs of life. The contrast between the lands where Roman 
Catholicism has been all powerful is so striking that every 
intelligent person who has been brought up in the faith 
of Rome must say, if honest with himself, It is evident that 
God is with those who study His Word and pray directly 
to Him, with contrite and humble hearts, believing that 
He will care for them. “Come unto Me, and I will give 
you rest.” How weak and pitiful is the condition of the 
Roman Catholic who follows the teachings of those who say, 
Come to Mary and pray to her, listen to the Pope and obey 
him. King Manuel did that, and his cowardly heart was 
afraid to face his people and strike a blow to saye his crown. 
Truly the Papal Church is the Babylon of the Scriptures, 
falling, falling into decay and ruin in those countries where 
for centuries its rule has been characterized by opposition 
to the Bible, by the perversion of the truth, and by tyranny 
and oppression. “Come out of her, My people, that ye be 
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath 
remembered her iniquities.” 


The Catholic nations are, perhaps unconsciously, fulfilling 
the Scriptures in their treatment of the cohorts of the 
Papacy in our day. 
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“Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto 
her double according to her works: in the cup which she 
hath filled fill to her double. 

“How much she hath glorified herself, so much torment and 
sorrow give her; for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, 
and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall 
her plagues come, for strong is the Lord who judgeth her.” 

Catholics who read these chapters of the Book of Revela- 
tion cannot avoid the conclusion that the Papacy is referred 
to. It is, therefore, no wonder that the Bible is not placed 
in their hands, and that they are not encouraged to read 
the Word of God. With them it is not, “Thus saith the 
Lord,” but “Thus saith the Pope;’ and, God pity them, 
they are what they are. 

[HE REPUBLIC OF PORTUGAL FIRMLY ESTABLISHED 

\ll the world knows how the Revolution in Portugal 
started in Lisbon on the morning of October 4. Prepara 
tions for this great event had been carried on secretly for a 
considerable time. In the warships in the harbor of Lisbon 


there were many Republicans. The Government of King 
Manuel had some knowledge of this, and an order was 


issued commanding the battleships to go out to sea. But 
before this movement could be effected, the assassination 
of Dr. Bombarda, an eminent Republican physician, by an 
army officer who was a pronounced Clerical and whom the 
good doctor had been successfully treating, had aroused in- 
tense indignation. Taking advantage of the general excite- 
ment, the Republican leaders held a meeting and suddenly 
resolved to carry out the plans which has been already pre- 
pared. Signals were sent to the warships, and the men on 
board overpowered the officers and began firing their heaviest 
guns at the royal palace. In a few hours all the men on 
the battleships had joined the Republicans. The royalist 
troops in the arsenal in the city were also overpowered by 
the Republicans, and after a few hours’ fighting they joined 
the National Guards. On Wednesday, October 5, the mon- 
archical flags were torn down from all the public buildings, 
and the Republic of Portugal was proclaimed. A _ provis- 
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ional Government was established under the Presidency of 
Senhor Theophilo Braga, the most eminent scholar and poet 
in Portugal. This Government has continued and will re- 
main in power until a general election is held early in the 
year IQII. 


PRIVATE PROPERTY RESPECTED—RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC 

The most amazing thing in connection with the Portu- 
guese Revolution, next to its suddenness, was the respect 
for private property, and for all persons who did not offen- 
sively proclaimed their monarchical tendencies. The Repub- 
lican flag was saluted everywhere, not only jn Lisbon, but 
in all the provinces. The loss of life was exceedingly slight, 
considering that the batteries from the warships poured shot 
and shell into the city of Lisbon for many hours. 

The moderation and discretion of the Republican Gov- 
ernment have won the admiration and respect of the rulers 
and peoples of every country in Europe. At this writing 
—the first week in November, in Paris, where we arrived 
from Geneva, Switzerland, the week before—the South 
American Republics, Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, and others 


have recognized the new Republic; and it is expected that 
France, England, Germany and the other European powers 
will not long delay their recognition. 


THE EXPULSION OF THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS 

One of the first acts of the Government of the Republic 
of Portugal was the expulsion of the Religious Orders and 
the confiscation of the property of the Jesuits. The great 
establishment of the latter at Quelhas, Lisbon, has been ap- 
proximately converted into a prison, and their wealth will 
be devoted to charitable purposes. The London Times, October 
13, 1910, said in its review of the situation: 

“If King Manuel had been an anti-Cleric he would prob- 
ably still be king of Portugal.” 

All contemporary accounts of the uprising in Portugal 
agree in saying that the movement was directed quite as 
much against the tyranny and oppression of the Roman 
Catholic Church as dissatisfaction with the maladministra- 
tion of the monarchical Government. Thus it is in every 
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Catholic country of Europe. The people are disgusted with 
Papal and priestly rule, and in their desire for advancement 
in liberty and progress their first efforts are directed against 
the hierarchy and Jesuits. The Paris paper, Petit Parisien, 
quoted by the London Daily Mail, October 11, had an in- 
terview with Senhor d’Alpoim, ex-Minister of Justice in Por- 
tugal, who said that “two years ago he had warned King 
Manuel that his personal clerical and anti-constitutional pol- 
icy would be fatal to the monarchy. He implored the King 
to change his line of conduct, and represented to him that 
the people were discouraged and unhappy, and tired of being 
priest-ridden.” 

The Jesuits and the members of the religious orders were 
ordered to leave the country, but those who were born in 
Portugal and desired to return to their families and doff 
the religious habit were not molested. Many young monks 
and nuns decided to adopt this course. But the foreign- 
born religious were compelled to leave the country. A sigh 
of relief from the whole population of Portugal accompanied 
them on their departure. The inmates of an Irish monastery 
in Lisbon who had hoisted the English flag were not dis- 
turbed. They can continue to reside in Portugal as secular 
priests, and their property rights will be secured. 

THE JESUITS SHOW FIGHT AND THEN RUN AWAY 

True to their character as the most valiant champions of 
the Papacy the Jesuits made a fight. The inmates of the 
other religious houses quietly yielded to the orders of the 
Government. But, as was noted in the November CONVERTED 
CaTHOLIc, the Jesuits fired upon the Republican troops when 
they were asked to surrender their monastery at Quelhas. The 
founder of the Order, Ignatius Loyola, was a Spanish soldier, 
and it is a rule of the famous Society that to fight and die for 
the Pope is the bounden duty of every member. But some- 
times they run away, as in Portugal. 

“ARMED PRIESTS—BOMBARDMENT OF A MONASTERY—FLIGHT OF 
MONKS BY NIGHT” 


The most graphic account of the capture of the Jesuit 
stronghold which I have seen in the European press is the 
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descriptive article, under the above heading, written in Lis- 
bon during the height of the Revolution by Mr. G. Valentine 
Williams, and published in the London Daily Mail, of which 
he was the Special Correspondent. In the issue of that 
paper for October 10, 1910, Mr. Williams said: 

For an hour and a half on Friday night, October 7, the 
Republicans bombarded a Jesuit stronghold, the Monastery 
of Quelhas, on the edge of Estrella, the northwest suburb 
of Lisbon, where it was believed loyal members of the Muni- 
cipal Guard were entrenched. 

I am emphatically assured by the military that an under- 
ground tunnel to the monastery allowed Royalists to join 
the Jesuits. Shooting at the Republican Guard from the 
windows of the monastery was the cause of the bombard- 
ment. 

About 9 p. m. I met a panicstricken crowd crying, “Back, 
back, the dynamiters are coming!’’ Officials even alleged 
that the Jesuits had thrown bombs at the people. I joined 
the group of National Guards, sailors and soldiers with rifles 
and fixed bayonets, which proceeded to the Estrella quarter. 
The streets were deserted. Suddenly a shot rang out. Hast- 
ily taking cover, the riflemen fired back into the darkness. 
Now the searchlight of the Republican cruiser Dom Carlos 
swept the sky. 

The monastery was surrounded by cavalry guards and a 
battery of artillery. The inhabitants were hastily leaving the 
adjoining houses. I found that three persons had been wounded 
by the so-called bomb, and a sailor shot dead. 

When the searchlight struck the tower of the monastery 
the National Guards, crawling on their stomachs along the 
cobbled roadway, blazed away at the windows. Presently the 
Republican machine guns came into action. Boys ran from 
lamp to lamp extinguishing the gas jets, and we were plunged 
into darkness. The firing ceased. All around was profound 
silence, broken occasionally by a distant laugh or the clatter of 
hoofs. 

Suddenly the Dom Carlos’ searchlight again cleft the sky, 
pointing to the monastery, every stone of which stood out 
almost as daylight. Like one report the machine guns and 
rifles gave voice. Some of the National Guards emptied their 
rifles into an adjacent tobacco kiosk in their excitement. 
For an hour and twenty-five minutes the din went on. The 
searchlight swept the sky and the air was thick with the 
fumes of black powder. Every now and then there were 
answering flashes from the top of the monastery tower, and 
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the disinclination of the National Guards to expose them- 
selves became increasingly obvious. 

At 11.30 the authorities ordered naval guns to be brought 
up, and gave the command to cease fire till daybreak, to pre- 
vent undue damage being done to the neighboring houses. 
I saw one Krupp field-gun placed in position on the terrace 
of the Houses of Parliament. I learned afterwards that one 
priest had been killed. 


THE JESUITS HAD TAKEN FLIGHT 


At six o’clock on Saturday morning the sailors surround- 
ing the monastery entered and found the nest empty. On 
all sides were traces of most recent occupation, but there 
were no sign of the Jesuit priests who after being captured 
during Wednesday’s fighting were sent back to the college 
I was the first correspondent to enter the place after the 
troops, whe had already ransacked it in their search for the 
Jesuits. A young Lisbon business man, in the capacity of 
a National Guard, accompanied by two sailors, was just start- 
ing to hunt for the subterranean passage, or places of con- 
cealment, where everybody firmly believes the Jesuits were 
hiding. They permitted me to accompany thm. 

Everywhere were traces of the bombardment of the pre- 
ceding night. The tall tower was indented with shot marks. 
Hardly a pane of glass but had its bullet hole. I found 
leaden bullets everywhere. The cells had been occupied 
the night before. In the Father Superior’s room the biretta, 
cassock and shoes lay on the floor just as he cast them off, 
while on the table were the acetylene burners with which 
the victims of the bombardment had attempted to signal a 
message to the troops. 

We went first to the top of the tower, where a kind of 
glass-panelled belvedere gives a superb view across the blue bay. 
The floor was carpeted with broken glass and bullets, and 
if, as the sailors affirm, the priests really fired from the tower 
during the bombardment, they must have been brave men 
to face the volleys of an immense circle of sharpshooters. 


THE MONASTERY RICH IN TREASURES 


We went up and down and all over this town-in-miniature, 
like a medieval monastery, with its own printing press, 
blocks for making religious pictures, wine press, gasworks, 
accountant’s room, fine old library, and chapel. We found 
a loose board in one little room, which revealed a deep 
but empty hole. In the sacristy, filled with surplices with 
edgings of superb old lace, altar vessels, statues and old 
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pictures, we noticed a sort of immense crate with a glass roof 
and two doors. A door was smashed, and entering, we found 
a very large brand new Brussels safe, probably containing 
gold and silver chalices and monstrances, in which such 
monastic establishments generally abound. The chapel was 
just as the priests had left it, but the ever-burning sanctuary 
lamps had been extinguished. It was an impressive round 
we made in the morning sunshine, with the shouts of the 
crowd echoing from without, and our footsteps resounding 
on the austere bare boards as we tramped from room to 
room. The library I could see from the most cursory glance 
contains many fine old books and some black-lettered missals. 
Already some books were lying torn on the floor, and 
[ fear the mob, which obtained free access in the afternoon, 
wrought its sweet will on the Jesuits’ book treasures. The 
troops also entered the school convent of Trinas, where the 
nuns and children were much alarmed by the events of the 
night. An opening of an underground passage was discovered, 
which is being investigated, and some think it may lead to the 
Quelhas monastery and concealed the priests. But I believe 
they simply escaped during the night disguised as civilians, 
by mixing with the National Guard. 


Yesterday afternoon the guard at the Quelhas college 
having been released, the crowd did considerable damage 
to the interior, knocking the heads off statues, smashing 
the valuable organ, and tearing up vestments, surplices, and 
rare books. It was pointed out to one of the Ministers 
before the looting took place that in view of the possible art 
treasures, especially books, which the college contains, it 
might be advisable to strengthen the guard. He replied, 
“Que voulez-vous! These books are not worth our lives!” 
The Government undoubtedly regarded the monasteries and con- 
vents as hotbeds of disaffection, which they would be glad to 
see destroyed pending the dissolution of the congregations. 


The troops and guards have orders to capture all priests 
and monks, and bring them to the civil governor, and as I 
write three monks are being led, with bugles blowing, amid 
a hooting crowd, past my window on the way to the head- 
quarters. When I called on Dr. Leao, the civil governor, 
yesterday, an alleged Jesuit arrived under escort. In an 
attempt to escape the mob he was wearing a gaudy red tie, 
which contrasted strangely with his clerical black waistcoat. 
He was almost crying as he stood with the crowd surging 
round him. On showing that he was a seminarist he was re- 
leased. 
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JESUITISM ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE THE SAME 

The Society of Jesus—the legal title of the Jesuit body— 
boasts that, like the Roman Catholic Church, it is always the 
same. Yes, it is the same enemy of liberty for the human 
race; the same enemy of freedom of conscience, freedom of 
speech and freedom of the press; the same enemy of Repub- 
lican institutions in every country of the world wherever it 
has been tolerated. What Jesuitism has done for Portugal, 
it will do for the United States if the American people will 
not wake up. By Jesuitism is meant the whole Roman 
Catholic Church, for the Jesuit policy directs and controls 
every act, every word proceeding from the Vatican. There 
is not a bishop or priest in Europe but knows this to be 
true. The Paulist Father who wrote the “Letters to Pope 
Pius X,” recently published, and referred to several times 
in THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, expresses the views of intel- 
ligent priests everywhere on this subject. Roman Catholi- 
cism throughout the world to-day is Jesuitism, and what that 
is, history has recorded. Portugal is the latest country to 
cast out the unclean thing. 


BISHOPS PUNISHED FOR CRITICISING THE JESUITS 


Last September the Bishop of Nice, Monsignor Chapon, 
wrote a letter which he did not expect to be published, but 
which appeared in the Paris Figaro, in which he blamed the 
Jesuits for dictating the policy of the Roman Church in 


the matter of the age of children for receiving communion. 
He was immediately summoned to Rome by the Pope for 
such punishment as can be safely administered in our day. 
Twenty years ago Bishop Gilmour, of Cleveland, Ohio, also 
wrote a public letter to the Archbishop of Cincinnati in which 
the Jesuits were condemned for their malign influence in the 
affairs of the church. The letter was subsequently pub- 
lished, and the castigation Dr. Gilmour received from Rome 
caused his death. These episcopal letters, with comments, 
will be published in the next Volume of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC PAPERS NOT WORTH READING OR QUOTING 


Until we reached Paris the last week in October, I could 
not get in touch with the personnel of the writers for the press 
who had hurried to Lisbon from France, Italy, Germany and 
England at the outbreak of the Revolution. Newspaper cor- 
respondents in Europe are generally the most active and alert 
of all professional men, and they frequently obtain informa- 
tion of important events in advance of even the secret agents 
of Governments and diplomatists. It was a great surprise 
and pleasure to learn that many of those gentlemen had been 
Roman Catholics in their youths, but like all the brilliant men 
of Europe had outgrown the fables and superstitions of the 
Roman Church, and had ranged themselves on the side of civil 
and religious liberty. In their descriptions of the events of 
the Revolution, there was no manifestation of bigotry, but a 
statement of cold facts. “Great is truth and it shall prevail,” 
is a principle to which these correspondents must adhere. It 
is only in the papers that cater to the Roman Catholics—and 
they are the least influential—that the history is so colored and 
distorted that it practically amounts to a perversion of the 
truth. 

In Paris I have found it impossible to obtain copies of the 
Catholic papers, such as L’Univers and La Croix, except by 
special order in advance at the kiosks or newsstands, which 
are very numerous and picturesque on the boulevards and prin- 
cipal streets. Even in the small bookstores on the side streets, 
where copies of all the other daily papers are to be found, the 
newsdealers look at you in surprise when you ask for a Roman 
Catholic paper. Th: London papers, daily and weekly, are 
displayed on every stand, and even the leading. Italian jour- 
nals, but very few New York papers can be obtained, and 
the price charged for them—fifty centimes for a one-cent 
paper—is prohibitive. The Paris New York Herald gives 
some American news, and so does the Paris edition of the 
London Daily Mail. The French papers, which I read regu- 
larly, print much more American news now than when I was 
in Paris five years ago. All pay tribute to the great Republic 
of the West and its wonderful development. 





420 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


Everywhere one hears with surprise of the growing power 
and dangerous influence of the Roman Catholic Church in 
the United States. You will have trouble yet in your country 
from that quarter, is the solemn asseveration I have heard on 
every hand from leading thinkers. 


es SF SF 
LEGISLATION AGAINST THE JESUITS 


At one time or another the Jesuits have been expelled 
from every country in Europe and South America, but in 
their sneaking way they have always managed to return, like 
evil spirits, when nations have been off their guard. So dan- 
gerous had they become to the peace of the world that Cath- 
olic rulers forced Pope Clement XIV to suppress them in the 
year 1773. 

Much has been recently written on the subject of the Jesuits 
in connection with their expulsion from Portugal, but the best 
brief review of their history was the following article which 
appeared in the London Times, October 12, 1910: 


There can be but few instances in history in which a law 
has not become practically operative until something like a 
century and a half after its first passage. Yet that is what is 
actually happening in Portugal at the present time, where 
the decree of the Provisional Government against the relig- 
ious orders issued on Saturday contains the following: 


Article 2—The law of the absolute régime of 
August 28, 1757, and that of September 3, 1759, am- 
plifying and explaining it, under which the Jesuits 
were obliged to quit Portugal and her dependencies 


immediately, remain in force as the law of the Re- 
public. 


Incidentally it may be noted that the decree further quotes 
that of May, 1834, ordering the suppression of all “convents, 
monasteries, hospices, and religious establishments of all or- 
ders, of whatever denomination or rule,” as also remaining 
in force; proving yet again that, in the opinion of the Provis- 
ional Government, an old stick is quite as useful for beating 
a dog as is any new broom. 


POMBAL’S DECREE EXPELLING THE JESUITS IN 17 
/ 


In Portugal, as elsewhere, the feeling against the religious 
orders in general is based upon dislike to the Jesuits in par- 
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ticular; naturally enough, if we remember that the funda- 
mental purpose of the Society is aggressively rather than pas- 
sively religious. Portugal, again, was one of the nations par- 
ticularly held in view by the founders of the Society, for not 
only was Loyola a native of the neighboring kingdom, but 
of the six men foregathered with him in the subterganean 
chapel at Montmartre on August 15, 1534, one was a Portu- 
guese, Simao Rodrigues de Azevedo by name. King John 
III, again, welcomed the Society in Portugal, several months 
before Pope Paul III, in September, 1540, regularized their 
position by the Bull Regimini Militantis Ecclesie. They soon 
acquired great influence, their position as Court confessors 
giving them a sure hold upon the consciences of successive 
Monarchs. As was the case elsewhere, however, the increase 
of their power aroused many enemies, religious and secular, 
against them; the first official warning of the coming storm 
occurring in the reign of John V, who deprived them of their 
supervision over the University of Coimbra. 

It was, however, reserved for the Marquis of Pombal, the 
one leading statesman whom Portugal has yet produced, to 
take the first steps toward a modus vivendi between Church 
and State according to modern ideas. He drove the Jesuits 
away from the Court of José I, first dismissing the King’s Jesuit 
confessor, and subsequently forbidding any of the order to appear 
at Court at all, and having prepared a statement of their vari- 
ous shortcomings, forwarded it to Pope Benedict XIV, who 
in consequence appointed Cardinal Saldanha as “Visitor and 
Reformer” of the Society in Portugal. As a result the Car- 
dinal forbade the Jesuits to engage in trade, and Portuguese 
Bishops subsequently forbade them to preach or hear con- 
fessions. In September, 1758, the mysterious “Tavora Plot,” 
the true explanation whereof is doubtful even to-day, brought 
down upon the Society the full wrath of the Government. 
Probably the great nobles, one of the greatest of whom, the 
Duke of Aveiro, was the ringleader, were at least as guilty; 
but the Society had to bear the blame. Eight Jesuits were, 
among others, arrested for having attempted the King’s mur- 
der; in January, 1759, the estates belonging to the Society 
were sequestrated, and in September all its members were 
expelled from Portugal, Brazil, and the Indies. . The actual 
wording of the King’s decree was as follows: 


: and I declare them [the Jesuits] denat- 
uralized, banned, and banished, and I order that they 
be expelled from my Kingdom and my Colonies and 
never more return. 
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A CENTURY OF CONFLICT WITH THE ORDER 


It has never been the custom of the Society to admit itself 
beaten, and the struggle continued until at last, in 1773, Pope 
Clement XIV, largely through Pombal’s persuasion, issued 
the short Bull Dominus ac Redemptor suppressing the So- 
ciety altogether. For 62 years the Jesuit question ceased to 
trouble Portugal, but Pius VII, having in 1814 given them 
a new lease of life with his Bull Sollicittudo omnium Eccles- 
iarum, they re-entered Portugal under the reactionary gis 
of Dom Miguel, and by 1832 were again at the head of affairs 
in the University of Coimbra. The Liberal administration in 
1834 issued the decree quoted above, again suppressing them, 
but by 1860 they were back again and have so remained until 
the present day. Dom Carlos made several attempts to crush 
them—notably in 1901, when Senhor Hintze Ribeiro was on 
the point of re-issuing Pombal’s decree. Clerical Court in- 
fluence was, however, too powerful, and nothing was done, al- 
though the decrees remained, dormant indeed, but capable, as 
the Republicans have proved, of being revived. During Dom 
Miguel’s reign reactionary clerical in? «ence has been in the 
ascendant ; according, at any rate, to Senhor Ferreira do Ama- 
ral, the Premier of one of the short-lived Ministries, who, in 
a speech in the Chamber of Peers, openly declared that such 
was the case. The Government, in one instance it is true, 


plucked up sufficient courage to suppress one Jesuit establish- 
ment, Aldeia da Ponte, after a long inquiry upon seven 
charges, but as to the general question nothing was done. 

It is perhaps scarcely surprising that, now that they have 
gained the upper hand, the Republicans have not only re- 
affirmed the ancient Anti-Jesuit decrees, but have added to 
them an ominous Article 8: 


The property of the religious communities is to be 
sealed immediately, and inventories are to be drawn 
up. That belonging to the Jesuits becomes the prop- 
erty of the State, that of the other communities will 
be disposed of later, according to the relations event- 
ually established between the State and the Church. 


THE MOST DANGEROUS SOCIETY IN THE WORLD 


Numerically the Jesuits are the smallest of the religious 
orders, but by their solidarity they are the most powerful. 
While the members of the other orders take only the three 
vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, the Jesuits take a 
fourth of loyalty and devotion to the Pope. But if the Pope 
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will not obey them and be ruled by their principles, his life 
will be in danger. Historians have recorded that the death of 
Pope Clement XIV, who suppressed the Order, was due to 
poison, supposed to be administered by an agent of the Jesuits. 
It is well known in ecclesiastical circles that many persons, 
in every walk of life, are secretly affiliated to the Society. 
Bishops are aware of this, and therefore, as they are in mortal 


dread of the Jesuits, they sometimes suspect even members 
of their own households. 


AMERICANS SHOULD BE ON THEIR GUARD 


Some of our readers may think that we have administered 
too large a dose of Jesuitism in this issue of the Magazine. 
But we fear the American people shall have the same expe- 
rience with the “Companions of Jesus,” as they blasphemously 
style themselves, which the European nations have had. 

A word of warning is therefore necessary, and we make no 
apology for throwing light on the subject of the relations of 
the Roman Catholic Church to civil governments, and the 
machinations of the chief agents of that Church in every 
country. 


AN ENGLISH JESUIT’S VISIT TO NEW YORK 

From the New York papers I learn that an English 
Jesuit, Father Vaughan, has been preaching in St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, New York, in praise of the Roman Church, and, of 
course, in dispraise of Protestantism. I have not seen a report 
of his sermon—which was delivered less than 48 hours before 
the Revolution in Portugal broke out—but several correspon- 
dents have referred to it as a daring, impassioned and impudent 
appeal to the American people to accept Roman Catholicism as 
the only genuine ‘form of Christianity that would preserve the 
Republic. One gentleman, a member of one of the oldest and 
best families of New York, writes under date of October 14: 

“Tt is possible that you may have seen the articles which I 
enclose. But if not, they may give vou some idea of the trend 
of thought and argument during your vacation in Europe. 

“There is one thing very evident to me—that if Roman Ca- 
tholicism has not made good in Europe, and its power has been 
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steadily diminishing there, it has little to recommend it in this 
country. We see it at its best in the United States; but the 
leopard cannot change its spots; and were conditions favorable, 
down deep in its nature would be found the same canker that 
is destroying it in other countries.” 

Among the clippings sent by our friend was a long report in 
the New York Times, October 10, of the sermon preached on 
Sunday, October 9, by the Rev. Charles F. Aked, D.D., in the 
Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, New York. It was in reply to 
the sermon of Father Vaughan. From it we make the follow- 
ing extracts. Dr. Aked is one of the leading ministers of New 
York. Mr. John D. Rockefeller is a member of his church: 


“THE ROMAN CATHOLIC, NOT THE PROTESTANT, CHURCH IS DE- 
CAYING—ROME IS FREEDOM’S FOE—THE PRIEST OF ROME 
A CURSE IN EVERY COUNTRY” 


Under the above heading—as it appeared in the Times—Dr. 
Aked said, taking for his text Galatians v: 1—‘‘Stand fast there- 
fore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be 
not entangled again with the yoke of bondage:” 


I am animated by no ill-feeling toward Roman Catholics. I 
stand on the broadest ground, not of tolerance, for toleration is 
an intolerant and intolerable thing, but of codperation, inclusive- 
ness, and friendship. But Father Vaughan’s sermon and speech 
contained so direct a challenge to Protestants that, with the kind- 
liest feelings in the world, and in that spirit of frank speech in 
which Father Vaughan himself excels, a reply may be per- 
mitted. 

Father Vaughan did not himself assert that Protestantism is 
decaying. He sheltered himself behind a quotation from an 
alleged report of a statement by a certain Bishop Sellew, of 
Jamestown, N. Y. This gentleman is not a Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church nor of the Methodist Church. He belongs 
to a small and relatively insignificant denomination called the 
Methodist Protestant Church, a denomination which has fewer 
than 200,000 members. It is unlikely that Dr. Sellew ever 
talked such nonsense. [The Methodist Protestant Church has 


no bishop. ] 
THE ROMAN CHURCH NOT HOLDING ITS OWN 


Very little effort is needed to prick this big bubble of Ro- 
man Catholic success in the United States. The Roman Catholic 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 425 


Church is not holding its own in this country. Here is the 
sober declaration not of a Protestant critic, but of the United 
States Government, through its official census report: 


In view of the great volume of immigration to this 
country since 1820, the increase of 93.5 per cent. for 
the Roman Catholic Church does not seem to be greater 
than would naturally be expected. 


It is computed that since 1890 this country has received 
25,000,000 of immigrants, and that of those possibly 15,000,- 
ooo were Roman Catholics. It is doubtful if we have 1,500,- 
ooo of Roman Catholics of American descent. The Roman 
Catholic Church ministers in the main to a class of people who 
are the most prolific in this country, among whom the birth- 
rate is immensely higher than in some other sections of the 
community. Yet notwithstanding this high birthrate the Ro- 
man Catholic Church cannot keep pace with the additions by 
immigration alone. It has utterly failed to hold its own peo- 
ple; much more completely has it failed to hold the children 
of its own families. 

Father Vaughan says that the future of the United States 
“depends upon the wealth, loyalty and service of her Roman 
Catholic population.” 

If that were true, I should despair of the future of this coun- 
try. Mr.*Vaughan goes on to say that “the Roman Catholic 
Church is the one central star upon her star-spangled banner.” 

The facts of history are dead against his contention that the 
greatness of this nation depends upon the wealth, loyalty and 
service of its Catholic population. Of some of these facts 
Father Vaughan was reminded by the Presbyterian ministers. 
They asked him to take into account the South American Re- 
publics, Portugal, Spain, France and Italy before the days of 
Garibaldi and Victor Emmanuel. Father Vaughan’s reply on 
Tuesday, apart from the flippancy of it, and the slang of the 
race-track about “putting his money on the right horse,” was 
pitiful in the extreme. He said: 

“There was a time when Italy, France, and Spain were great 
and prosperous nations; and this was at a time when in those 
countries the Roman Catholic Church was free.” 

These references are as unfortunate as they are ill-informed. 
That rebellious son of the Church, Garibaldi, made Italy a na- 
tion. And in what sense is it true that in Italy the Roman 
Catholic Church is not free? She is as free to-day to exercise 
her legitimate ministry, celebrate her masses, and preach her 
doctrines as she was when the Pope was the effectual King of 
Rome, as free as she is to-day in New York City or Chicago. 
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The same question may be asked of Spain. In what sense is 
not the Church free there? But the Roman Catholic Church has 
not availed to save the splendor and the power of Spain. 

In France, as elsewhere, the Roman Catholic Church had be- 
come an intolerable tyranny, and France, re-born, in blood and 
agony, could do no other than use her new found strength to 
break the political power of Pope and priest. Yet that power 
had done its evil work. France to-day is the answer to the Ro- 
nan Catholic France of other centuries. 


ROME THE FOE OF FREEDOM 

Che facts of history attest such things as these. The priest 
has been a curse in every country in which the Pope has en- 
joyed special privilege and power. Rome is the most relentless 
foe of freedom and democracy the world has ever seen. Rome 
is a spiritual tyranny. It exercises a lordship over the conscience 
and it degrades the intellect while enslaving it. It weakens 
the sense of personal responsibility, and in this way, so far from 
contributing to the prosperity and greatness of a nation, it does 
injury to the Commonwealth by reducing individual initiative, 
self-reliance and will-power. 

One thing Father Vaughan said more surprising than all else. 
A visitor to this country, here for but a few days—it might 
almost be said for but a few hours—he dared to tell a great 
congregation of Americans, “You have nothing to be proud of 
but being a Catholic.” If I were an American Catholic I should 
repudiate such a sentiment with indignation and shame. 

The American people have established and maintained, under 
circumstances of stress and strain and unheard-of difficulties, 
bequeathed by nations of the Old World, a stable Government, 
and wherever our flag is flying is the home of freedom. This 
is our inheritance from the men whom Rome would have 
strangled or roasted alive. Kings and priests, said the Quaker 
poet, to liberty and God are false in turn. We are proud of 
the Protestant blood that is in our veins and the Protestant 
spirit which moves within us. Plymouth Rock stands for more 
in the life of this Nation than the Roman Catholic Church. 


If a Jesuit could repent or be sorry for anything, Father 
Vaughan would regret the day he went to New York, in view 
of the castigation he has received from so many Protestant 
ministers. 

He is well known in London, where he preached a series of 
sensational sermons on “The Sins of Society.” The profanum 
vulgus listened eagerly at first, but “the slang of the race-track,” 
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which characterized his discourses, as Dr. Aked well says, dis- 
gusted his hearers, and the papers, which had given him much 
space, soon dropped him. His sermon in New York had the 
same effect, and he quickly returned to England. 
es SF SF 
PROTESTANTISM AND ROMAN CATHOLICISM COMPARED 

Among the other newspaper clippings which our friend in 
New York sent us was a very able letter to the New York 
Globe by Mr. C. Whitley Mullin, of Brooklyn. As the readers 
of THE ConverRTED CaTHOLIc know, Mr. Mullin has contributed 
many articles to this Magazine, which have been perused with 
great interest. He has also delivered several addresses, with 
great acceptance, at the Sunday afternoon services in Christ's 
Mission. Few among our friends have a better knowledge of 
the controversy with Rome than this learned man, and it is a 
great pleasure to reproduce his letter to the Globe of October 


12. We know our readers will thank me for doing so. Mr. 
Mullin writes: 


The recent appearance in New York of the Rev. Mr. 
Vaughan, whose panegyrics on the Church of Rome and exulta- 


tion over the alleged decay of Protestantism have excited such 
widespread interest and comment, is a matter which ought not 
to be allowed to pass without some critical examination of the 
statements put forth by this eloquent propapal advocate. 

In the interest of truth and for the information of the gen- 
eral public, I ask space in your columns to submit a few data 
taken from the latest and most reliable sources accessible. 

The Rev. Mr. Vaughan deprecates a comparison between 
Protestant and Roman Catholic communities based upon ma- 
terial wealth, because, as he says: 

“The deader it [Protestantism] is, the more awake are hu- 
man ambitions and human energies and human passions to go 
forward in the lines of material progress, and to build mansions 
here on earth and to make men scoff at mansions in heaven.” 

This, too, although Mr. Vaughan elsewhere declares that 
“The future of the United States—I proclaim it—depends upon 
the wealth, the loyalty and the service of her Catholic popula- 
tion.” Evidently in this case what is sauce for the goose is not 
sauce for the gander. 

Since, however, exception is taken to material prosperity as a 
basis of comparison, let us see how four representative Prot- 
estant countries compare with an equal number of Roman 
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Catholic countries in two other respects, viz.: Education and 
vital statistics. 

According to Mulhall [the well-known scientist and statisti- 
cian] the percentage of illiteracy among adults, or in other 
words, the number of grown up persons out of every 100 who 
could not write in eight European countries, in the years 1840 
and 1896 respectively, was as follows: 


Protestant 


1840 1896 
Per cent. Per cent. 
Great Britain 3 


Germany I 
Holland 10 
Scandinavian I 


Roman Catholic 


1840 1896 
Per cent. Per cent. 


53 


France 5 
Spain 58 
Austria 31 


The foregoing shows a steady advance all along the line for 
European nations in the matter of elementary education, with 
an improvement at a ratio of 7 to 1 in Protestant and 2 to I 
in Roman Catholic countries. The noticeable feature about 
the latter is that in the year 1840, when the sway of the papal 
church was absolute, an average of seventy-six persons out of 
every one hundred could not even write. 

France, which was then known as the “eldest daughter of 
the church,” but who has since practically thrown off the papal 
yoke, showed an improvement in 1896 to an extent which places 
her in line with the Protestant nations, having only 5 per cent. 
of illiteracy. 

Thus far on the question of education. Does the Rev. Mr. 
Vaughan claim that ignorance and illiteracy, not less than pov- 
erty, are the proper concomitants of spiritual vitality, and fur- 


nish the necessary preparations for those heavenly mansions 
depicted by him in such glowing terms? 


NOW AS TO VITAL STATISTICS 


The increase in population per 1,000 inhabitants of the eight 
countries above named, in the years 1820 and 1890, was re- 
spectively, as follows: 





CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


Protestant 


Great Britain 
Germany 
Holland 
Scandinavia 


1890 

; 70 
France 37 
Spain 4! 54 
Austria xe 50 


As bearing upon the question of race suicide the foregoing 
figures may be allowed to tell their own tale, the average in- 
crease per 1,000 of population in Protestant countries being 
about 114, as against 50 in Roman Catholic. 

As to the relative numerical strength of the various denomi- 
nations in the United States, the government census budget for 
1908-09 gives the following: 

Protestant 
Methodist 5,749,832 
Baptist 5,062,234 
Lutheran 2,112,494 
Presbyterian 1,830,555 
Disciples 1,142,559 
Other denominations 


WOE. 5 6: xhedes ede ridden seeks ees 20,447,286 
Roman Catholic 12,079,102 


These last figures include practically all persons over ten 
years of age who regard themselves as affiliated with the 
Church of Rome. 

On the other hand, they largely understate the number of 
Protestants, only those who have complied with the full re- 
quirements of membership being included. For instance, chil- 
dren and others not actually communicants, though frequent 
or regular attendants at church, are excluded. It would be 
safe, therefore, to multiply the figures given above as denoting 
Protestant church affiliation by about three, bringing the total 
Protestant population of the country up to about 60,000,000 as 
against 12,000,000 of Roman Catholics. 

On the above showing, and in view of the splendid mis- 
sionary, philanthropic, and other agencies at work all over the 
world under Protestant auspices, it would appear that the Rev. 
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Mr. Vaughan’s note of triumph over the “senile decay” of 

Protestant Christianity is, to say the least, somewhat premature. 
For this let us, despite the somewhat depressing effect of 

Jesuit rhetoric, thank God, take courage, and go forward. 


New York, Oct. 10. C. Wuitrtey Mutt. 
es SF SF 


CATHOLICS SHOULD HAVE ORDERED VAUGHAN TO LEAVE 

I think Father Vaughan will not be invited to New York 
again to preach another sermon so foolish as that which he de- 
livered in St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Intelligent Catholics have 
been humiliated by his flamboyant rhetoric. ‘Well, he is a 
Jesuit, you know,” they said deprecatingly, “and you cannot 
believe what he says.’ 

Was it not the judgment of Almighty God, as the Scriptures 
say—‘Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double into 
her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath 
filled fill to her double’”—that while the people of New York— 
and I presume all over the United States—where reading 
Vaughan’s amazing sermon, his brother Jesuits were fighting 
the Catholics of Portugal who desired to be rid of them, and 
that a day or two later, having been driven from their strong- 
hold, they fled through their secret underground passages. For 
his astounding falsehoods and insults to our Republican form 
of government, the self-respecting Catholics of New York 
should have ordered Vaughan to leave America and join the 
Portugal Jesuits in their ignominious flight. Not a decent priest 
in New York would have interposed any objection, and the 
Paulist Fathers, who hate the Jesuits intensely, would have 
rejoiced above all others. 

Some time the American people will have their eyes opened. 
If we can aid even a little in forming public opinion and point- 
ing out the danger of aiding and abetting the purposes and 
plans of Rome to capture our Republic, we shall not have 
labored in vain. The experiences of the Catholic countries of 
Europe should be an object lesson to the American people. 

es SF S 

ROOSEVELT, FAIRBANKS, THE POPE, AND ARCHBISHOP IRELAND 

After Colonel Theodore Roosevelt had refused to see the 
Pope when he was in Rome last April, Archbishop Ireland, 
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of St. Paul, Minnesota, wrote an article, which was published 
in the North American Review, of New York, in which instead 
of justifying the ex-President’s action as a good American, he 
blamed the Methodists for the Papal fiasco. If Roosevelt had 
gone to see the Pope, Dr. Ireland might have become a Cardi- 
nal, as the former occupant of the White House had found the 
archbishop very useful in his political game; and one good 
turn deserves another. But Ireland’s hopes were shattered ° 
when Mr. Roosevelt refused to promise the Pope that he would 
not visit the Methodists in Rome. Vice-President Fairbanks 
had a similar experience with the Pope in February, when he 
was told that if he visited the Methodists he could not see the 
Pope. “Very well,” said Mr. Fairbanks, “I am a Methodist 
and a free American citizen, and I certainly shall visit my 
brethren who are doing such a splendid work for God and 
humanity in Italy; and I guess I can get along without seeing 
the Pope, and return home with self-respect.” 

When Colonel Roosevelt followed the good example of Mr. 


Fairbanks, Archbishop Ireland’s anger broke forth, not against 


those gentlemen, but against the Methodists. So he abused 
them to his heart’s content in the pages of the North American 
Review. 

Now Bishop William Burt has answered the archbishop’s 
tirade in a dignified review of the work of the Methodists in 
Rome, which appeared in the October issue of the same jour- 
nal. From it we reproduce a few sentences. 


BISHOP BURT’S REPLY TO ARCHBISHOP IRELAND 

“Very wide of the truth,” is the dignified way in which 
Bishop Burt characterizes Archbishop Ireland’s misstatements. 
He reminds him of his abject surrender of the principles of 
“Americanism” when in Rome a few years ago, and that on 
another occasion when in Rome Archbishop Ireland had ac- 
cepted an invitation to deliver his lecture on Abraham Lincoln, 
but when the Pope saw the programme and perceived that the 


King of Italy was to be toasted at the banquet, he forbade 
Ireland to attend. 
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The attitude of the Papacy towards all forms of Prot- 
estantism is thus set forth by Bishop Burt: 


The difficulty is that American Methodists and American 
Protestants generally do not know what Roman Catholicism is 
at its chief center; nor do they understand its attitude toward 
other religious faiths. Archbishop Ireland says that the atti- 
tude of the Vatican toward the Methodists is that “of absolute 
aloofness.” What audacious courage he must have to make 
use in public print of such an expression! How inconsistent, 
for in another place he says that this Methodist propaganda 
has gone so far that the Vatican was obliged to organize a 
special “Society for the Preservation of the Faith.” We have 
known this for years and we have in our possession the Pope’s 
letter authorizing its organization. But the business of this 
society was not to stand “aloof,’ but (here we borrow the 
language of the archbishop), “‘by vile epithets, most shameless 
calumnies, insults most outrageous, dishonorable methods, and 
the codperation of the lowest and most disreputable allies,” to 
thwart our purpose at every step. More than once we have 
felt the sting of its whip and have seen others suffer under its 
relentless persecution. As far as the law will permit, it op- 
erates according to the old methods of the Inquisition. The 
people who attend our meetings and the children who frequent 
our schools are all known to this society, and every imaginable 
influence is brought to bear on them in order to get them away 
from us. The boycott, ostracism, and scorn are the common 
weapons of the confessional. “Cajoled” by the priests, the wife 
torments her husband, the young woman threatens not to marry 
the young man to whom she is engaged, and people snub their 
friends simply because they associate with these nefarious 
Methodists. People may drink, swear, lie, steal, and live as 
debauchees, and this “Society for the Preservation of the 
Faith” will not trouble itself; but one thing they must not do— 
they must not enter an evangelical church, because there they 
will lose “the faith of their fathers.” We have seen children 
cry bitterly because they were taken from our schools; and our 
converts, many of whom before they came to us had not been 
inside of a papal church for years, have suffered ostracism and 
hunger rather than yield to the cruel pressure from the zealous 
servants of the papacy. They would use the thumbscrews, the 
dungeon, the rack, and the stake, if they could. Thank God, 
that day is forever past! 

Archbishop Ireland’s statement that $12,000,000 to $14,000,- 
000 had been spent by the Methodists in Rome is absurdly 
false. In the thirty-eight years’ existence of the work only 
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$1,635,848 had been used, and a large part of that moderate 
sum is still available in valuable properties. . . . It is a 
well-known fact that the Pope is losing influence in his own 
parish, and at present a large majority of the population of 
Rome is anti-clerical. 

We Methodists in Italy are not proselyting, but by the help 
of God we are seeking to lead the people back to a simple faith 
in Jesus, the Son of God and the Saviour of the world. 


As regards our educational work, what are the facts? Soon 
after we arrived in Rome in 1890, under the auspices’ of our 
Epworth League we instituted during the winter season classes 
for the study of English, French and German. The class for 
English was especially well attended. The lessons, however, 
were not gratuitous, as the archbishop asserts, because we 
wanted only those who really desired to study and were willing 
to pay for it. As soon as our pupils were able to read English 
we provided them each with a copy of the New Testament, 
which they read, committing some passages to memory. Did 
we do harm in teaching these young people English and in 
storing their minds with some passages from God’s Word? 
When the priests saw the success of our enterprise Irish monks 
were brought upon the scene and they opened classes in Eng- 
lish on the same street with us, and gave lessons gratuitously. 
We had other work to do, and often had to be away from 
Rome, and when away there was no one else at that time to 
take our place. The trouble has been all the time that we have 
had to do our work amid bitter opposition and cruel persecu- 
tion, but with absolutely inadequate means, while the Vatican 
has had its untold millions with which to pay its agents. While, 
however, these evening classes for languages did not continue 
many years, they passed into the more permanent educational 
equipment of our schools and institutions which exist to-day 
and which were never more prosperous and efficient than now, 
as hundreds of our friends from America personally know .be- 
cause they have seen for themselves. 

In none of our schools is the instruction gratuitous. In all 
of them there are a few scholarships, as there are in schools 
in America, for the benefit of some poor but worthy boys and 
OWm. . «ss 


Whatever blessings we have of religious liberty in the nation, 
of purity and happiness in the home, and of personal indepen- 
dence of conscience, we owe to the Protéstant Reformation, to 
separation from the Roman Catholic Church. All was bought 
for us at a great price. Archbishop Ireland’s article reveals 
the fact that the spirit of Rome is ever the same. Hence it is 
evident that there can be no peace with Rome until Rome 
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abjures her errors, renounces her desire for temporal power, 
changes her character and is at peace with Christ. 


Would that we had space for further extracts from Bishop 
Burt’s article, which fills twenty pages of the North American 
Review. Two more paragraphs, however, must suffice: 


PAPAL PERSECUTIONS OF PROTESTANTS 


While we were erecting our great building on Via Venti Set- 
tembre, Rome, we had five lawsuits on hand at one time, all of 
them provoked and sustained against us by emissaries of the 
Vatican. We won out, however, in every instance. For ten 
years we fought through all the courts, from the lowest to the 
highest, for our right to be in Italy at all. The clericals said 
that we had no legal standing in the country and hence could 
not hold property nor receive legacies. In the lower courts, 
where Papal agencies could influence the judges, we lost every 
time; but in the higher courts we found justice, all previous de- 
cisions were reversed, and our legal position and rights fully 
and definitely established. We have won our present freedom 
inch by inch and have come up through much tribulation. 

Recently our Baptist friends and members of the Salvation 
Army have also been having troublesome times in Italy. There 
have been persecutions at Floridia, Noto and Bisaccia. In Sep- 
tember, 1909, Rev. Mr. Fasulo, a Baptist minister, wrote a 
pamphlet criticising some of the foolish priestly inventions about 
St. Corrado, a patron saint. The clericals became furious and 
cried that such a heretic should not be tolerated in that place. 
The priests spoke against him from the pulpit. A procession 
was formed and a pretended urn of the saint was carried 
through the streets. When the wrath of the fanatical mob was 
at white-heat the poor deluded people were incited to set fire to 
the Baptist church, and the pastor with his daughter had to 
flee for their lives. 

es F&F SS 
DR. VERNON ALSO ANSWERS ARCHBISHOP IRELAND 


In the same number of the North American Review there is 
a six-page article by Rev. Dr. S. M. Vernon, of Philadelphia, “A 
Rejoinder to Archbishop Ireland.” In the July Review Dr. 
Ireland had made a bitter attack on the work of the Methodists 
in Rome; to this Dr. Vernon replied in the August issue; and 
now he effectually silences Archbishop Ireland. Dr. Vernon, 
who is a Methodist pastor in Philadelphia, nobly vindicates the 
memory of his brother, the late Rev. Dr. Leroy M. Vernon, 
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who was the founder and for seventeen years the superintendent 
of the Methodist work in Rome. 
st SF 
EVANGELISTIC WORK FOR ROMAN CATHOLICS 

The Waldensians, the Methodists, the Baptists and other 
Protestant missionaries are doing a great work in Italy for the 
evangelization of the people whom the Church of Rome has held 
in spiritual bondage, placing yokes upon their necks that God 
never intended they should wear. Their work will live in his- 
tory, growing larger each year, for the glory of God and the sal- 
vation of souls. American Protestants should honor the men 
of God in all the denominations whe carry the light of the 
Gospel into Roman Catholic countries where the people know 
not the true God and Jesus Christ Whom He hath sent. Ade- 
quate means should be supplied for missionary work in Italy, 
France, Portugal, Spain, and other Catholic countries. It was 
a pleasure to read in the Paris papers last month that at a 
meeting of the secretaries of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, held in the White House, Washington, the announce- 
ment was made that $1,000,000 had been contributed by wealthy 
men for educational work in the Orient. The people of China, 
Japan and Korea greatly. need the enlightenment of our West- 
ern civilization and the Gospel of Christ. But so do the people 
of South America and the other Catholic countries of the 
world. “These things ye should have done, and not leave the 
others undone.” The Catholic peoples are everywhere rebelling 
against the Roman Catholic Church, making a stepping-stone 
of the dead past to rise to higher things. Liberty and progress 
are their watchwords. These blessings they could not have 
under Papal rule. Being delivered from that they are now 
ready to receive the message of salvation. There is a glorious 
opportunity for American Christians who rejoice in the work 
of the Reformation of the sixteenth century, to inaugurate a 
New Reformation in those countries where Roman Catholi- 
cism has hitherto prevailed. “Now is the acceptable time; now 
is the day of salvation.” 

Dr. E. J. Dillon, the Lisbon correspondent of the London 
Daily Telegraph, in an article in Tle Contemporary Review for 
November, “Republican Portugal,” closes his masterly presenta- 
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tion of the facts relating to the establishment of the Republic, 
with this sentence: 

“The Portuguese Revolution is a splendid example of the 
triumph of lofty aims and firm resolution over low motives 
and weak purpose.” 

Lofty aims and high purpose characterize the uprising of the 
peoples everywhere against the Roman Catholic Church. 

se FS Ss 


CLOSING WORDS FOR THE PRESENT—MORE IN VOLUME XXVIII 


I must close my “Notes” for this month, the last of the year 
1910, and the final number of Volume XXVII of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLC. The next Volume, which begins in January, 
1911, will contain some of my further observations and expe- 
riences while in Europe, including two delightful interviews in 
Geneva with Father Hyacinthe Loyson, the great French priest 
who electrified the world by his denunciation of Papal Infallibility 
in 1870, when the Vatican Council had decreed that dogma. 
This venerable man, now in his 83d year, is as alert in mind, 
as pure in heart, and as sweet in disposition as ever he was. 
When in Paris the last Sunday in October I ascended the pulpit 
of the great cathedral of Notre Dame, where Father Hyacinthe 
had preached the Lenten Conferences for several years before 
he withdrew from the Roman Catholic Church. 

The political and religious conditions, now living issues, in 
Spain and Portugal will also be recorded in THe CONVERTED 
Catuotic for 1911. All the readers of the Magazine will, of 
course, continue to be subscribers for next year. But they 
should notify the office and send the renewal of their sub- 
scriptions before the New Year. 

It has contributed largely to my restoration to health and 
strength, that, while absent, all details of the work in the office 
of THe Convertep CatuHotic and in Christ’s Mission have 
been carefully attended to. By the time this copy of the Maga- 
zine is in the hands of the subscribers, I hope, God willing, to 
be back in New York and again at work with renewed vigor. 
I have not been idle while away—as the patient readers of 
the last four numbers of the Magazine can see—and there is 
a great work yet to be done. In all the world to-day there is 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 437 


no more inspiring spectacle than to witness the triumph of the 
truth of God over the grossest errors and superstitions, and the 
victorious assertion of human rights over Papal despotism. It 
is a great privilege to take part in such a glorious work. 

The New York Press, October 16, 1910, had the following 
notice of the services in Christ’s Mission the previous Sunday: 


Christ’s Mission, No. 331 West Fifty-seventh street, the Rev. 
James A. O’Connor, pastor, was crowded last Sunday by a 
highly intelligent audience, some of whom had come no small 
distance to listen to a noteworthy address by the Rev. Bertram 
M. Tipple, D.D., pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Rome, Italy, on “Italy of the Italians.” Dr. Tipple, who be- 
came so unexpectedly identified with the visits of Vice-Presi- 
dent Fairbanks and ex-President Roosevelt to Rome, has been 
home on a brief vacation and his sermon (preached in Christ’s 
Mission by agreement with Pastor O’Connor in Lucerne last 
summer) was his last public utterance before returning to 
Rome. It will be published in THE CoNverTeD CaTHOLIC, the 
monthly Magazine of Christ’s Mission organization, edited by 
James A. O’Connor. To-day the preacher will be Rev. Dr. Jo- 
seph Sanderson. The speaker next Sunday, October 23, will be 
Rev. Dr. Robert Stuart MacArthur, who is one of the trustees of 
Christ’s Mission. 

Many hands have helped to carry on the work during my 
absence, and many prayers have been offered for its success 
and my return in restored health to continue to direct it with 
zeal, consecration and energy. The kindness of those friends 
has not been in vain. God has been gracious to the work ever 
since its inception in 1879, and we believe He will continue to 
direct and care for it All who have taken part in it by codpera- 
tion have been blessed in seeing the good that has been ac- 
complished—a commodious building, centrally located and ac- 
cessible from all parts of Greater New York; the headquarters 
of a movement of great importance to the American people, 
who need to be enlightened on the schemes and plots of the 
Roman hierarchy to capture the United States and there regain 
the prestige and power which the Church of Rome has lost in 
Europe; and a Christian refuge for those who can no longer 
believe the false and foolish superstitions that have been im- 
posed upon them, and want to learn the way of God as re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ. To God be all the glory for what has 
been accomplished. J. A. O'C. 
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BISHOP BURT AT CHRIST’S MISSION 


N Sunday, November 20, Bishop William Burt, who ad- 
ministers the affairs of no fewer than eleven Conferences 
in different parts of the Continent of Europe, gave an ad- 

dress in the chapel of Christ’s Mission, of which the substance 
is given below: 


Bishop Burt’s Address 


It has been a very great pleasure for us this summer to have 
Pastor O’Connor and his good wife in Europe. We have en- 
joyed their fellowship both in personal conversations and 
through frequent correspondence. We have talked together and 
supped together, and prayed together. He was certainly in 
great need of the change; I was going to say “rest,” but he has 
been busy nearly all the time that he has been away, in writing 
or having interviews with the leaders of the anti-clerical move- 
ments in several different countries. This experience has been 
a great stimulus and encouragement to him in his important 
work, for he has been seeing with his own eyes the triumph of 
truth, the defeat of error, and the vindication of the principles 
for which he has so firmly stood for thirty years. Each day 
the French, Italian, Spanish and Portuguese papers have 
brought him encouraging news, and I really think that the 
inspiration and uplift they have afforded have benefited his 
bodily health. 

What a faithful watchman he has been for these many years, 
and what a great work he has accomplished notwithstanding 
tremendous difficulties! And his work was never more important 
than it is to-day, nor more necessary to this nation. May he 
yet be spared for many years, royally supported by the sym- 
pathy, prayers and gifts of God’s people. 

HUTTEN’S TRINITIES CONCERNING ROME 

Ulrich Hiitten visited Rome in 1520, and on his return he 
summed up his impressions as follows: 

“rt. Three things keep up the reputation of Papal Rome: 
the power of the Pope; relics; and indulgences. 

“2. Three things everyone will be sure to bring away from 
Rome: a corrupt conscience; a hard heart; and an empty purse. 
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“3. Three things that Rome kills: conscience; truth; and 
genuine religion. 

“4. Three things the Romans laugh at: the example of the 
Fathers of the Church; the Pontificate of St. Peter; and the 
idea of a final universal judgment. 

“s. Three things the Roman Church traffics in: Christ; ec- 
clesiastical livings ; and women. 

“6. Three things the Romanists do not wish to hear about: 
a General Council; reform of the clergy; and the opening of 
the eyes of the people.” 

As far as Papal Rome is concerned, if Ulrich Hiitten had 
visited the Eternal City last week he would have come away 
with the very same impressions. It is Rome’s boast that she 
never changes; but, thank God, the eyes of the people are be- 
ing opened, not only in Rome and Italy but in all the Latin 
countries. Thirty years before the French Revolution Sir 
Isaac Newton said that Roman Catholicism on the continent of 
Europe was destined to be trampled under foot by the in- 
fidelity which it had created. This prediction is being literally 
fulfilled before our eyes to-day. 

THE WORK OF THE PAPACY IN ITALY 

Italy is not what she was forty years ago. Then she was an 
abject slave, but now there is as much religious liberty there 
as in any country on earth, including our own. Then the coun- 
try was hermetically sealed to all influences of this Gospel of 
Christ, but now the people are ready and anxious to hear the 
Word of Life. 

God in His providence raised up such heroes as Mazzini, 
Garibaldi, Cavour, Victor Emmanuel and others to lead the 
people out from Papal bondage, and through a series of mar- 
velous events, brought about the political redemption of Italy. 
War is a terrible thing, and we should all be promoters of 
peace, but sometimes the oppressor will not yield except at the 
point of the sword. It was the genius of war that first pierced 


the Alps. All the Bible societies and the missionary societies 
together could never have constructed the Simplon and Splugen 
Passes. They had no funds for such an undertaking. What, 
however, these societies could not do, Napoleon Bonaparte did. 
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He made these roads for his soldiers and cannon, and then they 
became highways for the colporteur and the evangelist. The 
Italian people, coming into possession of their country and their 
capital, found both practically in ruins. There was no system 
of public instruction, there were no sanitary laws, and modern 
methods or improvements were almost unknown. The people 
were ignorant, superstitious and utterly unacquainted with, and 
unprepared for, the institutions of a free government. Poverty, 
beggary, brigandage and vice reigned supreme. The country 
was aptly described as “a garden of Eden, but without the Tree 
of Knowledge and without the Tree of Life.” 

What ignorance! What idolatry! What degradation, and 
want! Eighty per cent. of the men and ninety per cent. of the 
women could neither read nor write. This was the state to 
which the Papal Church had brought one of the brainiest people 
on the face of the earth. The whole institution is a tree not 
of God’s planting and it is time that we stopped apologizing for 
it, and excusing it as simply “a corrupt form” of Christianity. 
It is a base encumberer of the ground, a deadly upas tree which 
the enemy planted while God’s servants slept. Some day the 
Husbandman will come and root it out of the earth. O Lord, 
hasten the time! 


THE ITALIAN PEOPLE AND THE POPE’S PRIESTS 


Let me tell you some of the things that the people of Italy 
say of the priests of Papal religion. One day, while passing 
through the town of Mercato Saraceno my attention was at- 
tracted to some large placards posted on the walls in the market 
place. On these placards in large type were the following 
statements : 


“cc 


1. If our schools should again fall into the hands of the 


priests they would suffocate forever the idea of freedom of 
thought in our children. 


“, 


2. The priests represent the negation of Christ. 
3. The priests are the enemies of all progress.” 

In the weekly cartoon papers, sold everywhere in Italy, these 
priests are represented as foxes, wolves, crows, donkeys and 
pigs. In the poplar mind they are the personification of ignor- 
ance, deceit, greed, hypocrisy and immorality. 


“c“ 
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SUPERSTITION NOT RELIGION 


It must be said that in a large number of individual cases the 
wickedness of the man, however, is not held to pollute the 
priest or to invalidate the sacraments which he administers. 
You can sometimes see the poor deluded people kneeling for 
hours before some image or picture; kissing the toe of a 
Madonna, which has been worn away and is now substituted by 
a brass one; climbing up the Sacred Stairs in Rome; walking 
with bare bleeding feet up the stony path to some shrine on the 
hilltop; or crawling on hands and knees, licking the brick floor 
with their tongues until there is blood from the main door to 
the altar. And all this is to appease the wrath of angry deities 
and to obtain indulgences. But all these performances have 
nothing to do with the inner life. Hence the apparently most 
pious are often the most outrageously wicked, the greatest liars, 
the most dishonest and the most immoral. 

Carlyle once said, speaking of the teachings of Ignatius 
Loyola: -“‘Men have served the devil and men have imperfectly 
served God, but that God could be more perfectly served by 
taking the devil into partnership was discovered by St. Ig- 
natius.” Rome is the center of the greatest system of error 
on earth—the most subtle, the most specious and the most skil- 
ful in its intertwinings wth society and human life. 
the greatest hindrance to the world’s conversion. Here it is 
that the world’s final battle must be fought. Certain it is that 
the destiny of this world is linked with the Christian religion, 
and the character of this is linked with Rome. Heathenism, as 
such, is tottering and must fall. After that the fortresses of 
Mohammed must surrender. The final struggle will be with 
Romanism. 


Here stands 


How important, therefore, that we should evangelize Italy. 
Think of the debt we owe that fair land. Her missionaries 
brought the light of the Gospel to our ancestors. Her men of 
genius gave us literature, art and science. Her martyrs pre- 
pared the way for the Reformation. From her presses came 
the first copies of the Hebrew and Greek Bibles. Here are 
more than thirty-four millions of human beings, born of the 
best blood in the world, endowed with the noblest natural gifts, 
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and dwelling in one of the most beautiful lands under the sun. 
What a glorious opportunity we have to win them back to the 
Christ! 

WAS THE REFORMATION A MISTAKE? 

In view of the facts of history, and especially in view of all 
we know about Italy, France, Spain, Portugal, Austria, Mexico, 
South America, the Philippine Islands and other so-called Ro- 
man Catholic countries, permit me to ask the question: Was 
the Reformation a mistake? Was Luther’s protest a blunder? 
Did men and women suffer and die in vain in defence of their 
Evangelical faith? Has Protestantism been a blessing or a 
curse to Germany, Switzerland, Scandinavia, England and the 
great I-nglish-speaking world? The passing of the years often 
causes us to forget the benefits we have received from our fore- 
fathers and the wretched conditions from which we were de- 
livered by them. 


Centuries have passed away since our forefathers broke away 
from Rome, and a generation has arisen which knows little of 
the days of the Protestant Exodus and the struggles in the 


wilderness in days long gone by. Now we see some, from a 
cowardly dislike of religious controversy; some, from fear lest 
they should damage their personal interests or disturb their 
personal peace and comfort; and some wishing to appear “toler- 
ant,” “liberal” and “broad-minded,” prefer to be silent in the 
face of the daily assaults of the Roman ecclesiastics upon our 
national institutions. Papal Catholicism seems to be an in- 
convenient subject for those who have political aspirations, for 
the lawyer, the doctor, the merchant, in the family and in so- 
ciety, because of the tyranny which Rome exercises through her 
tremendous organization. Public men, too, give the subject a 
cold shoulder for the same reason. The result is a lamentable 
ignorance on the part of the American people, both of the evils 
from which the Reformation delivered us and of the blessings 
which the Reformation brought us. 


AMERICA’S DEBT TO THE REFORMATION 


We owe an enormous debt to the Protestant Reformation, and 
God grant that we may never forget it. The religion of our 
forefathers, prior to the Reformation, was a religion without 
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knowledge, without faith, without hope, and without love. It 
was very much what Roman Catholicism is to-day in Spain, 
Mexico and South America—an organized system of Madonna- 
worship, image-worship, relic-worship, pilgrimages, prostrations, 
penance, masses, blind obedience to priests; in a word, ignorant 
idolatry. The only practical result was that the priests took 
the people’s money and the people flattered themselves that the 
more they gave to the priests the more sure they were of 
heaven. 

The records of the superstitions of pre-Reformation times are 
so full of silly nonsense that one hardly knows whether to 
laugh or to weep. Wood enough from the true cross to load a 
ship was exhibited to credulous crowds, as also carloads of 
thorns from the Saviour’s crown, and nails and spear heads 
without number, together with a thousand similar impostures. 
The same things exist to-day in Roman Catholic countries 





WHAT THE REFORMATION 





DID 


1. The Reformation delivered us from the degrading tyranny 
and swindling impostures of Roman ecclesiastics, high and low. 
Through the confessional they interfered, as they do to-day, 
between husband and wife, parents and children, masters and 
servants, subjects and rulers, and between the individual soul 
and God. Obey them, and you might commit any sin; resist 
them, and you had no peace and no safety. Has Catholicism re- 
pented of its pre-Reformation superstitions and abominations, or 
confessed and abjured its corruptions? Seek the answer not in 
these United States, but where Rome still holds sway. 


2. We owe to the Reformation an open Bible and the right 
of every man, woman and child to read it. The circulation of 
the Bible always means light and liberty, and death to the tyran- 
ny of Rome. You who read it daily and by experience derive 
comfort and strength from its sacred pages should never forget 
that you owe this privilege entirely to those who rebelled against 
Rome in the sixteenth century. 


3. We owe also to the Reformation an unobstructed road to 
the throne of grace. No longer are priests and saints, and 
madonnas and relics allowed to stand between us and our 
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Heavenly Father; but we ourselves can enter into His very 
' presence, looking up into His loving face. 

4. We owe also to the Reformation a true idea of Chris- 
tian worship. Have you been to mass in St. Peter’s—or any 
Roman church? What have you understood of the perform- 
ance? What have the people understood? Or what part 
have they taken? “God is a Spirit.” and can be worshipped 
and ought to be worshipped by all who take part in divine ser- 
vice. 

5. We owe to the Reformation our lofty ideal of the Chris- 
tian ministry. Before then ministers were sacrificing priests who 
became despots. The Reformation stripped the office of its sacer- 
dotal character, and ministers were no longer lords over the 
Church, but, like Paul and Timothy, servants, ambassadors, 
messengers, witnesses, evangelists and teachers of the Word of 
God. 

6. We owe to the Reformation our more Biblical view of 
living. Before those days in order to be holy it was necessary 
to withdraw into some convent or monastery—to get out of 
life rather than to become holy in life. But we know a more 


excellent way and can prove, if we will, that Christ has power 
to keep us unspotted from the world and all the work and rush 
of everyday modern life. 


DANGER IN FORGETFULNESS 

These blessings have been and, thank God, are yet a part of the 
air we breathe in this free country. Our familiarity with them, 
however, is no small danger to us in these days. Whatever we 
have of religious liberty in our Nation, or of purity and happi- 
ness in our homes, or of personal independence of conscience 
we owe to the principles of the Protestant Reformation and to 
their separation from the doctrines and practices of Rome. And 
all the blessings we enjoy were bought for us at a great price; 
strenuous efforts are being made on every hand to rob our 
Nation of them—to break down the barrier separating Church 
and State in our land, and to destroy the American public school 
system. It is important that every lover of our free institutions 
should never for one moment forget that it is as true to-day 
as it ever was that “eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” 
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Bishop Burt Introduces Dr. McGerald 

Before I sit down, it gives me much pleasure to introduce to 
you the Rev. Samuel McGerald, D.D., who will conduct the ser- 
vices here until Pastor O’Connor’s return. He was born into a 
Roman Catholic family but has been for many years a pastor 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Dr. McGerald spoke briefly, and created an excellent im 
pression as he told a little of his religious experience, showing 
how he had been led out of darkness into light by the reading 
of the Holy Scriptures. 


LETTER TO PASTOR O’CONNOR 


Paris, FRANCE, November 8, 1910. 

My Dear Friend Pastor O’Connor:—Your arrival in Paris, 
as you know, has given me the greatest pleasure, and the hours 
we have spent together have given us the occasion to talk over 
old times and the work of God which you are still conducting 
with such wonderful vigor and perennial youth; this in spite 
of your “growing old in the work.” After my conversation 
with you I saw that you were still as valiantly disposed as ever 
to put down the work of the Pope and the Roman hierarchy. 
I was one of those who urged you to take a good long rest and 
vacation in Europe, and I see that the nearer you are to Rome 
physically the more restless you become. You are even now 
talking of going to Spain and Portugal and to help in the im- 
pending demolition of Vatican and Jesuitical institutions in those 
countries. 

It seems to me that the present Pope, who is fast reducing 
the prestige of his Church by his extraordinary policy that is 
raising discontent in France—the one time eldest daughter of 
the Church which has become free and independent—is making 
Spain “The Catholic” anxious to shirk the yoke of Rome. He 
has already caused Portugal to elope with a Republic, and is 
doing exactly what you ought to wish him to do. He is doing 
your work by destroying his own Church; and instead of look- 
ing upon him as an antagonist you ought to consider the 
present Pope your friend. As I did not tell you that, I de- 
cided to write this letter to you and to speak out my mind on 
the subject. Had Leo XIII continued and Cardinal Rampolla 
been still in power, the old Roman Church might have main- 
tained its prestige in Europe and extended it even in America. 
But the present Pope, with Cardinal Merry del Val as his 
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right-hand man, seems to be specially “inspired by God to ruin 
the Catholic Church.” Is not this a cause for you to rejoice? 
The idea that the general of the enemy’s camp is actually com- 
ing over to your side without apparently knowing it, should 
fill you with deep gratitude to God. After thirty years and 
more of work in trying to demolish the Roman system you 
ought to be happy to see that the “Romans” themselves are 
joining hands with you. 
THE PRESENT POPE'S WORK 
I who have been in Europe many years now, and have had 
occasion to see the effect of the present Pope’s work, can assure 
you that it has had everywhere the result of diminishing the 
prestige of the Roman Catholic Church. In France we have 
seen the Pope urge the bishops and clergy to become the staunch 
allies of a defunct Royalism, and to join in disgraceful political 
campaigns and anti-Semitic agitation. Nothing has disgusted 
the French people so much as to see the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy and priesthood ever and always opposed to the in- 
terests of the poor and the working classes. These classes were 
content with the Republic and the Republican institutions. The 
Roman Church on the other hand, to please the decayed nobility, 
anathematised everything Republican and disgusted the nation. 
The result is that churches are now going to ruin. Beautiful old 
buildings are falling into decay. Paris, to take only one ex- 
ample, builds no more new churches and the Government has to 
repair those which exist. Why do not the Catholics repair their 
own churches? Simply because there are hardly any real 
Catholics left. Immense old edifices capable of holding thou- 
sands of worshipers are now frequented by scarcely one or two 
hundred. If you have the curiosity to look at the collection 
‘plate on a Sunday you will see that it is filled with copper 
coins, the total of which will scarcely amount to two or three 
dollars. This shows the extent of the fervor and conviction of 
the few Catholics who still attend mass. The result is, as I 
have said, that a Government which is perfectly indifferent to 
religion has to keep in repair the churches that have been 
emptied by the Pope. 
THE POPE AND THE PRIESTS 
The disastrous effect of the Pope’s policy is found not only 
among the people in France, but also among the clergy. From 
the northern frontier down to the Pyrennees there is deep-seated 
discontent among the priesthood who are absolutely muzzled and 
dare not speak out their minds. When the Concordat was de- 
nounced by the French Government the clergy secretly hailed 
it with delight; they thought that “now at least we shall be 
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able to elect our own bishops.” But they soon had their eyes 
opened. The clergy are allowed less voice than before in the 
choice of the prelates; Rome reserves the whole choice to itself, 
and began a system of filling every vacant see with creatures 
of its own. And the bishops themselves are complaining, be- 
cause Rome no longer allows them to meet together; they are 
not permitted to discuss the needs of their churches in com- 
mon, and have absolutely no voice in ecclesiastical policy. As 
the Bishop of Nice, Monsignor Chapon, pointed out in a fa- 
mous letter of his last September to the senior Cardinal of 
France, Cardinal Coullié, Archbishop of Lyons, the Roman 
Congregations now undertake to legislate for the Church of 
France without consulting any of its bishops and without even 
allowing them to make any comment. He adds, “We might as 
well lay aside our croziers and mitres and resign our sees.” 
This strong letter, as you know, was written after the Pope had 
come out with a decree completely disturbing an old settled tra- 
dition in France for the age of first communion. Never before 
had a Roman decree such a disastrous effect on clergy and 
hierarchy. It has driven them to the verge of rebellion. Be- 
fore long that rebellion may really break out, and it would not 
be the least astonishing thing to see the bishops and clergy lead 
the revolt against Rome on the part of the one time eldest 
daughter of the Church. 











THE POPE LED BY A MYSTERIOUS HAND 





This leads me to conclude that the Pope must be led by a 
mysterious hand. Even an humble domestic animal, as you 
know from the Biblical story, can be made to speak for the 
truth, and so even the Pope, against his natural instinct, may 
be doing the good that he does not intend to do. After empty- 
ing the churches, disgusting the people with vain doctrines, 
ceremonies and formalities, producing revolt among the clergy 
and the hierarchy, the final result may be that the Roman 
Church and system will become completely extinct in France. 
Then a beautiful idea comes to me. When the people no longer 
have a liturgy, a priesthood, and statues of the saints, there may 
come out of the wreck a Book which is already in the hands 
of many, a Book which they are now taught to look upon as a 
secondary thing, and that Book is the BIBLE. The Bible has 
been well and faithfully translated into French, first by the 
Protestants, and now there are even fairly good Catholic trans- 
lations. These translations are already in many hands; and 
who knows but the day may soon be at hand when the people, 
having abandoned the Roman Catholic churches altogether, may 
take to reading the Bible on a Sunday morning or in the even- 
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ing after work and expound its meaning to their children. I 
am far from considering this impossible. As I have said, I am 
convinced that the Pope is being led by a mysterious hand, the 
hand of Providence, to prepare the future resuscitation and re- 
awakening of France; and it is certainly not too much to hope 
that when the Church and Pope are gone, the Bible will re- 
main. Yours truly, AUGUSTINE BAUMANN. 

Many of our readers will remember with pleasure the writer 
of the above letter as a learned priest who came to Christ’s 
Mission in 1898 and renounced the Roman Catholic Church. 
He is now, and has been for many years, a most successful 
publicist and educator in Paris, and it renewed our youth to 
meet him again and be joyfully welcomed by his loving heart. 
By his kindness he has contributed greatly to our comfort in 
Paris—J. A. O’C. ‘ 


The Bound Volume for 1910 


The Index to Volume XXVII shows what good reading the 
numbers of THE CoNveRTED CATHOLIC for 1910 contain. Bound 
in fine cloth it is a handsome Volume of four hundred and fifty- 
two pages, fit for any library. As the number of Bound Vol- 
umes is limited, our friends should send their orders early. 
The price is two dollars. 





Form of Bequest to Christ’s Mission 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organized in the City of 
New York, acccording to the Laws of the State of New York, the sum 
of $ .. .to be applied to the use and purposes of said Mission. 
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